Honda ST1100

Duane Kinslow (rt.) from Lexington, Kentucky, with his black ‘91 ST ot Mount Rushmore. Center is his friend Sam
with the silver ST. Duane says his brother-in-law was riding the Kawasaki in the background, but after a test ride
on Duane’s bike, went home and bought a new red ST1100.

very  large
“Thank you”
to our ST1100
owners, who
have given us
our most interesting model
survey to date. Every one of
these surveys so far has car-
ried a surprise or two in the
results, and the ST owners
have continued that tradition,
as you will find when you
read their opinions and find-
ings after testing the bike the
only way that really counts:
By riding over 300 models
nearly 4 million miles!

The Bikes

f all the STs being
reported on, 86 per-
cent were purchased

new and 14 percent pur-
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chased used. The average
price paid for new machines
was $8969.12, and owners of
used machines reported pay-
ing an average of $6995.34.
One of the first very inter-
esting things to come out of
this survey was in regards to
the popularity of ABS on the
ST1100s. According to those
responding to our survey, 20
percent of the owners of 1992
models had purchased their
bikes with ABS. Among
owners of 1993 models, that
jumped to 51 percent. Then
came the owners of 1994
models, claiming that 95 per-
cent of their number had pur-
chased ABS-equipped bikes!
A fairly astounding jump in
the popularity of anti-lock
braking, and one we wish
Honda and all the other man-
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ufacturers would pay a little
more attention to. To our way
of thinking, ABS should be
an available option on prac-
tically every motorcycle
built.

Insurance and
Maintenance

T owners report their
average yearly insur-

ance costs as $365.62.
Really not too bad consider-
ing the displacement and the
sporting characteristics of the
machine. Luckily, it seems
the fact it carries integrated
luggage nudges the marque
into the touring category as
far as most insurance carriers
are concerned. Bikes of sim-
ilar displacement and capa-
bilities, but without luggage,

Overall Satisfaction Rating: 9.04

invariably suffer from higher
premiums.

Unfortunately we’ll have
to beg off on giving you the
maintenance cost figures, as
we have discovered an inher-
ent flaw in our survey. Since
we did not specify exactly
what we considered mainte-
nance, it seems about half of
our respondents included the
cost of tires, while the other
half did not. This resulted in
numbers that jumped all over
the map, and really don’t
mean anything. Future sur-
veys will be more exact.

Passengers

early half (49 per-
cent) of all those
responding  noted

that they virtually never carry
a passenger on their STs.
Understandable, considering
the machine’s strong perfor-
mance bias, which attracts the
sportier end of the sport tour-
ing crowd. However, among
the passengers responding,
marks for the ST were gener-
ally quite favorable, with a
few notable exceptions.

Passengers’ first complaint
was severe wind buffeting at
highway speeds, which
explains the popularity of
aftermarket windshields for
the ST. Second most com-
mon complaint was the lack
of a passenger backrest (now
available), and third was the
seat. However, we would be
remiss if we did not note that
among the hundreds of com-
ments sent in by passengers,
the majority involved praise
for the ST, rather than com-
plaints about it.
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Figure 1
Common Mechanical Failures
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on almost every motorcy-
cle—were highly noticeable
in their absence. Things like
clutch failures, fork seal
leaks, and the biggest mon-
key Honda carried on their
back for so many years—sta-
tor failure—were virtually
never mentioned. Yet nearly
four percent of the ST owners
reporting noted problems
with repeated headlight fail-
ures. Bulb burnout. Go fig-
ure. It may sound minor, but
have you priced a halogen

Figure 2
Most Popular Accessories

dshield
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motorcycle bulb lately?

The highest reported prob-
lem was with steering head
bearings loosening up on a
fairly regular and too-often
basis, a leaking oil seal in the
final drive, and the bike’s ten-
dency to go through batteries
at the rate of about two a year.

The ST earns some kind of
award here for coming up
with the most original and
unusual complaint to ever
affect more than one percent
of its owners: A clock lamp
that flashes on and off inter-
mittently. Sounds silly, but
we can see where it could get
really annoying on a long
night ride. Especially if you
just paid over $10,000 for the
bike.

Accessories

ince one of the biggest

complaints ST owners

have is the brevity of
the stock windshield, it stands
to reason that the most popu-
lar aftermarket accessory
installed by our survey
respondents was a taller and
wider windshield. The most
popular model noted in the
survey was the Rifle wind-
shield, though we should
mention that Hondaline now
offers two optional wind-
shields for the ST also.

Second most popular
accessory was a passenger
backrest and/or luggage rack
combinatjon, which are also
items recently added to the
Hondaline list of ST acces-
sories. Third was a tankbag
of some sort, and fourth was
a radar detector.

Though Honda has obvi-
ously been on the ball with
providing several new acces-
sories that appeal to ST own-
ers, they also seem to be
missing the boat on a couple.
Most notably, in the area of
radios intercomes< and crilice






